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SPORTS

Newberry, Mid-Carolina and
Whitmire softball teams played
in the Newberry County Pre-
season Tournament over the
weekend. Newberry, Whitmire,
Mid-Carolina, Batesburg,
Strom Thurmond, Gilbert,
Greenwood Christian and
Jefferson-Davis all competed
in the two day event. While
Whitmire lost two games to
Newberry and Strom
Thurmond; Mid-Carolina
defeated Gilbert, Greenwood
and Jefferson-Davis and
Newberry defeated Whitmire,
Batesburg-Leesville and Strom
Thurmond but lost to Gilbert.

COUNTY ACTION

NHS softball
falls to Chapin
Last night the Chapin

softball team defeated
Newberry 5-4.
The winning pitcher was

Taylor Morgan and losing
one was Lauren Ruff.
Laprincia Cromer batted

3-4 for the Bulldogs, Arna-
sia Boyd was 2-4 and Dea-
sia Davenport 2-3.
The team will play

Batesburg-Leesville Thurs-
day with J.V. at 5 and var-
sity at 7 p.m.
The team’s player of the

week is senior shortstop
Laprincia Cromer.
For week 1 she went 10-

16 at the plate and was 11-
11 on stolen bases.
“She is our inspirational

leader on the field. When
she gets on base we can
create a lot of havoc,” said
coach Joey Long.

Wolves split
softball
twinbill with
LeMoyne
The Wolves relied on big

plate performances, in-
cluding a grand slam by
senior Chelsie Hilbourn
(Loris, S.C.) in the second
game, as they swept Pfeif-
fer, 7-0 and 5-1.
Game One: Newberry 7,
Pfeiffer 0
The Newberry College

softball team picked up a
big hitting performance
from freshman Casey
Stevens (Coral Springs,
Fla.) as the Wolves picked
up a 6-0 win over Pfeiffer
in game one.
Newberry (11-12) picked

up its first shutout victory
of the season as Felicia
Taylor (Venice, Fla.) threw
seven innings while allow-
ing just four hits and strik-
ing out six Pfeiffer (11-12)
batters.
The Wolves scored a pair

of runs in the top of the
first inning after Aissa
Gatewood (N. Charleston)
led things off with a single

� See SOFTBALL, page 9

Newberry tied for fifth after first round in Salisbury
The No. 14 Newberry College

men’s golf team finished the
final round of the Richard
Rendleman Invitational in a tie
for fourth place on Tuesday af-
ternoon.
The Wolves shot a two day

combined score of 594 (296-298;
+26) and tied with Lincoln Me-
morial University (297-297).
Newberry 21 birdies and 111
made pars at the par-71, 6,665-
yard Country Club of Salisbury.
UNC Pembroke was the tourna-

ment champion with a 581 (292-
289; +13).
Newberry placed two individ-

uals in the top-10 with senior
Ben Lown (North Augusta)
tying for fourth place with a two
round total of 142 (73-69; E).
Lown holed six birdies in the
competition. Junior Matthew
Campbell (Rome, N.Y.) shot a
144 (70-74; +2) and finished in
seventh place.
Sophomore Brooks Massey

(Lexington) tied for 24th with a

two round stroke total of 150 (73-
77; +8) and junior Matthew Killen
(Yorkshire, England) shot a 158
(80-78; +16) and tied for 59th.
Chandler Gruenemeier (Jack-

sonville, Fla.) finished the com-
petition with a 162 (80-82; +20)
and tied for 73rd.
Jordan Walor from UNC Pem-

broke was the individual cham-
pion with a 139 (69-70; -3).
The Wolves next hit the links

at The Bearcat Golf Classic in
Greenwood on March 28-29.

The No. 14 Newberry College
men’s golf program is tied for
fifth place after the completion of
Monday’s first round at the
Richard Rendleman Invitational
hosted by Catawba College.
The Wolves shot a first round

team combined stroke total of
296, 12-over par, at the par-71,
6,665-yard Country Club of Sal-
isbury golf course and trail tour-
nament leaders UNC Pembroke
and Queens University of Char-
lotte by four strokes.

Wolves in eighth after first day in Orlando but disqualified Tuesday
The No. 19 Newberry

College women’s golf
team was disqualified
after the final round of
the Peggy Kirk Bell Invi-
tational when the Wolves
were assessed a team
penalty for players hit-
ting out of order.
Newberry held eighth

place (323-322) after the
first two rounds were
completed on Monday at
the par-72, 6,089-yard
Tuscawilla Country Club.
Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity overcame a five
stroke deficit from day
one to win the tourna-

ment with a team stroke
total of 914 (305-309-300;
+50).
Individually, sopho-

more Barbara Castro
(Coruna, Spain) shot 30-
over par with a combined
stroke total of 246 (79-81-
86) and tied for 41st. Jun-
ior Maria Luz Besio
(Buenos Aires, Argentina)
also tied for 41st with a
three round progression
of 84-81-81.
Sophomore Natalia

Perez (Bogota, Colombia)
finished the tournament in
45th with a 247 (83-81-83;
+31). Julia Daneshfar (Tro-

phy Club, Texas) and Lisa
Brandl were each 17-over
par headed into Tuesday’s
play, but were disquali-
fied. Daneshfar shot 79-82
and Brandl 82-79.
The No. 19 Newberry

College women’s golf
program finished the first
two rounds of the Peggy
Kirk Bell Invitational in
eighth place on Monday
The Wolves shot a 69-

over par combined stroke
total of 645 (323-322) and
sit 32 strokes behind tour-
nament leader Florida
Southern College (310-
303=613; +37) at the par-

72, 6,089-yard Tuscawilla
Country Club.
Individually, sopho-

more Barbara Castro
(Coruna, Spain) is tied for
26th with a 16-over par
first day of 160 (79-81).
Lisa Brandl (Nuremberg,
Germany) and Julia
Daneshfar (Trophy Club,
Texas) are both tied for
31st with two round totals
of 161, 17-over par. Brandl
shot 82-79 and Daneshfar
registered 79-82.
Sophomore Natalia

Perez (Bogota, Colombia)
is tied for 43rd with a 164
(83-81; +20) while junior

Maria Luz Besio (Buenos
Aires, Argentina) shot a
165 (84-81; +21) and is
tied for 48th.
Florida Southern’s

Melanie Audette is in first
place with a 4-over par
148 (72-76) on day one of
the tournament.
The Wolves partici-

pated in the final round
of the Peggy Kirk Bell In-
vitational on Tuesday
morning.
Newberry competes

next at the Pinehurst
Challenge at the National
Golf Course in Pinehurst,
N.C. on March 21-22.

Whitmire falls
to Mid-Carolina
Whitmire’s softball

team lost to Mid-Carolina
14-0 on Monday. The JV
girls lost 18-1 to Mid-Car-
olina.
“We have been ‘snake

bit’ as far as injuries go,”
said baseball coach Dan
McGlohorn. “We have
starting pitcher Alex
Cromer out and senior
center fielder Victoria
Jenkins. We have been
playing out of position.
Even thought the score
does not reflect it, we are
very proud of our team.
Our girls played with re-
lentless effort and never
gave up. Mid-Carolina is
a great team.
Their pitcher had a

dominating performance.
Whitmire only had one

hit by Shamia Hunter.
“My team played

tremendously hard and

� See WHITMIRE, page 9

Bulldog golf team defeats Clinton
The Newberery High School

Bulldogs golf team defeated the
Clinton Red Devils 176-198 at The
Lakeside Country Club on Monday.
Seniors Ben Bledsoe and Tyler

Mills led the Bulldogs to victory.

Sloan Hazel shared metalist
honors with Ben Bledsoe with a 42
in the nine hole contest.
Coaches Bob Bannister and

Gary McGlohorn said the young
team is much better than last year

and have a good chance of having
a good year.
The team will be at Woodruff as

the 1-0 Bulldogs take on the
Wolverines at Three Pines Coun-
try Club on today.

Newberry baseball team deviled in 15-5 loss
� Wilson Senn
For The Observer
Newberry High School

opened its home varsity
baseball season Monday
evening as the10-run

mercy rule fell into effect
after the fifth inning in a
15-5 loss to Clinton High
School.
Trailing 2-0 in the sec-

ond inning, Zach Stevens

prevented the shut-out
with a single, but an error
on his steal of second took
him over to third base.
Stevens would score

on a wild pitch later in

the inning.
The Bulldogs would

get their final four runs
on the evening at the bot-
tom of the third, as eight
� See BASEBALL, page 9

ALL-STARS — Three
Newberry Academy bas-
ketball players were cho-

sen to compete in the
SCISA A-AA North-South

All-Star basketball
games. The games were

held in Sumter. Derek
Sligh and Matt Bell were

chosen for the boys
North team and Jessica
Cole was chosen for the

girls North team.
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Mid-Carolina High School

Mid-Carolina faculty and staff along with the gifted and talented art students teamed up to show their Christmas spirit in the 
Prosperity Christmas Parade. The students created a float to represent the school while the faculty and staff handed out candy canes 
to the community, wishing everyone a happy holiday.

Faculty, staff, gifted and talented students 
participate in Prosperity Christmas Parade

Congratulations to the December/January Students of the Month: 
Jay Salter, freshman; Crista Laymon, sophomore; Yarelie Mitchell, 
junior; and Katherine Cates, senior.

December/January 
Students of the Month

Congratulations to the Mid-Carolina Support Staff of the Month 
Sissy Delesandro and Teacher of the Month Allison Hallman. 
Everyone at Mid-Carolina says thanks for all you do.

Teacher and support 
staff of the month

Congratulations to Kaitlin 
Kunkle. Kaitlin has been named 

the South Carolina Coaches 
Association of Women’s Sport 
Class AA Swimming Player of 
the Year. Kaitlin will be recog-

nized at the SCCAWS luncheon 
Jan. 29. Mid-Carolina is very 

proud of you, Kaitlin.

Swimmer Named SCCAWS Class 
AA Swimming Player of Year

Students place in Junior Beta Club competitions
Congratulations to the following 

students for placing in the Junior 
Beta Club competitions at the con-

vention in Myrtle Beach:
• Allison Saunders, first place, oil 
acrylics.

• Jordan Chase, first place, science.
• Jay Salter, fifth place, spelling.

Great job, students.
Congratulations to Tanner O’Cain. Tanner auditioned and was 
selected for the prestigious All-State Chorus again this year.

Student selected for All-State Chorus

• St. Paul A.M.E. Church in 
Pomaria will be having Watch 
Night Service starting at 10 p.m. 
The guest speaker will be the Rev. 
James Cuttino. All are welcome.

• St. Matthew Baptist Church 
will have Watch Night Services 
at 11 p.m. Communion will be 
served. There will be no morning 
worship service Sunday, Jan. 1, 
2012.

• The Bethlehem Baptist 
Church family and the Rev. 
James Williams will host their 
Watch Night Service at 11 p.m. 
The church family wants to share 
this experience with you. The 
guest speaker will be the Rev. 

Ertha Bowman, pastor of Miller 
Chapel A.M.E. Church. The 
church is looking forward to seeing 
you there. The church is located at 
1501 College St., Newberry.

THURSDAY, JAN. 5, 2012
• The BerryPatchers Quilt 

guild will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
Summer Memorial Lutheran 
Church. The church is located 
at 1609 Milligan St., Newberry. 
Visitors are welcome. For addi-
tional information, contact Sharon 
Golden at 803 276 2178.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• St. Matthew Baptist Church 

is having a steak dinner sale from 
noon until Friday, Jan. 6, 2012. 

The cost is $7.50 per plate. Call 
the church at 321-0777 for addi-
tional information.

• Come go with Oak Grove 
Presbyterian Church to the Holy 
Land Experience in Orlando on 
April 27-29. Discount tickets for 
Universal Studios are available. 
For more information, contact 
Geneva Gallman at 803-771-1762, 
Delores Stephens at 803-276-
6289 or Linda Oxner-Barnes at 
803-788-1517.
ONGOING EVENTS
• The Newberry County Literacy 
Council is offering basic computer 
classes on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at its office at 

1121 Caldwell St., Newberry. The 
class is free of charge and covers 
topics including Microsoft Office, 
Publisher, emailing and Internet. For 
more information, call 276-8086.
•  SC Works in Newberry offers 
WIA Information Sessions on 
Thursdays at 9 a.m.
•  Whitmire Cub Scouts meet 
every Thursday. The meeting is 
held from 4:30-5:30 p.m. the first 
Thursday of the month and then 
from 6-7 p.m. all other Thursdays. 
The Scouts meet at the Whitmire 
Community Center. For more infor-
mation, contact Cubmaster Brittney 
Williams at 803-271-3567.
• Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church of 

Prosperity hosts Christian Yoga 
Classes on Sundays at 5 p.m. All in 
the community are invited to attend. 
You do not need to be an expert 
in the practice of the art of Yoga in 
order to attend, you need only come 
dressed in comfortable clothing. All 
those with little or no experience will 
be taught the necessary moves in 
each session. All sessions last for 
about one hour. For additional infor-
mation, please contact Stephanie 
Franklin at (803) 364-3697.
• Heart to Heart women’s ministry 
meets every Friday at 7 p.m. at 
Fellowship of Praise church on 134 
S. Main St. For more information, 
call pastor Karen Dykes at 463-

3935.
• Newberry County recreation 
and the YMCA in Newberry are 
partnering together to offer a fall 
soccer program. Registration is 
Aug. 11-29 and anyone interested 
in participating can sign up at the 
YMCA. Coaches for the fall soccer 
program also are being sought. For 
more information, call 276-9936 or 
924-8328. 
• Fellowship of Praise Christian 
Center, 134 Main St., Prosper-
ity, has services Sunday at noon 
and Wednesday at 7 p.m. All are 
welcome to the no-denominational 
ministry. Pastors are Javier and 
Karen Dykes.

Calendar
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