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gler returns and talks

about computer problems.
See page 4A.

Time Change

Set clocks
back Sat.
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Weather

Today
Mostly cloudy this morn-
ing...Then becoming part-
ly sunny. Highs in the mid
70s. Southeast winds 5 to
10 mph...Becoming south
this afternoon.

Tonight

West Virginians

By MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA (AP) —
Sleepless in Seattle? Hardly.
West Virginia is where peo-
ple are really staying awake,
according to the first govern-
ment study to monitor state-
by-state differences in sleep-

lessness.
West Virginians® lack of

sleep was about double the
national rate, perhaps a side
effect of health problems
such as obesity, experts said.

Nearly 1 in 5 West Vir-
ginians said they did not get a
single good night’s sleep in
the previous month. The

national average was about 1
in 10, according to a federal
health survey conducted last
year and released Thursday.
Tennessee, Kentucky and
Oklahoma also were notably
above average in their report-
ed lack of sleep. In contrast,
North Dakota had fewer

problems sleeping, with only
1 in 13 reporting that degree
of sleeplessness.

Health officials do not
know the exact reasons for
the differences.

““We didn’t ask *Why did-
n’t you get enough rest or
sleep?””” said Lela McK-
night-Eily, an epidemiologist

get less sleep

for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention who
led the study.

But experts noted several
possible explanations: West
Virginia ranks at or near the
bottom of the nation in sever-
al important measurements

See SLEEP On Page 6A

Trick or Treat!
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Mostly cloudy. A chance
of showers after midnight.
Lows in the mid 50s.
South winds 5 to 10
mph...Becoming south-
west 10 to 15 mph after
midnight. Chance of rain
50 percent.

Saturday
Showers. Much cooler.
Near steady temperature in
the upper 50s. West winds
5 to 10 mph. Chance of
rain 80 percent.

Saturday night
Cloudy with showers like-
ly. Cooler with lows in the
mid 40s. Northwest winds
around 5 mph. Chance of
rain 70 percent.

Sunday
Cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of showers. Highs
in the lower 50s. North
winds around 5 mph.

thsundﬁmeggt West Logan will be cele-
rough Monday brating Trick or Treat Night
night from 6-8 p.m.

Partly cloudy. Lows in the Police ask motorists to be
upper 30s. Highs in the aware of small children who

The City of Logan Halloweenfest, held Saturday, Oct. 24, included a costume contest where top winners
received a $50 cash prize from Logan Bank & Trust and a trophy. LB&T president Eddie Canterbury con-
gratulated contestants personally at the bank Monday. Pictured is, from left, Skylar Mitchell (Edward Scis-
sorhands), Courtney Blair, Miss WV Freedom Festival Queen Anna Butcher, Emma Richardson (Dorothy),
Canterbury and Jacob Frazier. For more photos of winners, see page 3B.

Trick or treat set
for tomorrow in
Logan County

By J.D. CHARLES
Staff Writer

Trick or Treat will be
observed in Logan County
tomorrow.

The town of Man will
observe Trick or Treat from
6-8 p.m. in the town of Man.

The City of Logan will
observe trick or treat hours
beginning at 6 p.m.

Chapmanville will observe
trick or treat hours from 5:30-
8 p.m.

upper 50s. may dart in and out of traffic
Tuesday and to drive slowly and safe-
Partly sunny. Highs in the Iy. Parents are asked to con- Photo/Jerry Fekete
mid 50s. sider purch_asmg fIa:shllghts Below, children at the Hunt Tabernacle in Greenville near Man dressed up for a
. . an_d glow sthks for k|ds_ who Halloween party last night
Online Edition will be out trick or treating. '
Photos and

“The Dark’ to be open on Halloween night in Chief Logan

more online!

You can buy photos from
local events on our Web
site and read The Logan
Banner every day at
www.loganbanner.com.

By MICHAEL BROWNING
Managing Editor

The treating doesn’t end
until late Halloween night as
“The Dark... The Ultimate
Haunted House Experi-
ence!” announced today that
it will be open after trick or
treat times in Logan County.

"By popular demand,
‘The Dark’ will be open
from 9 p.m. until midnight
tomorrow night to give area
residents another opportuni-

ty to experience the frights
and thrills that come from
‘The Ultimate Haunted
House Experience,’” a press
release from The Aracoma
Story Inc., said. “We are
thrilled to be able to offer
these special hours on Hal-
loween night. Though we
had originally planned to not
be open on Halloween, our
actors and crew thought it
would be fun to provide
some additional scares this
weekend.”

The press release said
many local residents haven’t
been able to experience the
attraction due to inclement
weather and other activities.

“The positive response
from the folks who have
come to our attraction has
been overwhelmingly posi-
tive,” Jim Frye, president of
The Aracoma Story, Inc.,
said in the press release. “If
you want to be frightened on
Halloween, ‘The Dark’ is
the place to be!”

“The Dark™ is being pro-
duced by The Aracoma Sto-
ry, Inc. and The Brothers of
Mayhem.

According to the press
release, several hundred
people have already taken

the walk through the haunted

house.

According to the Haunted
House Association’s web-
site, ‘THE DARK...” has
been given a rating of 47 out

See THE DARK On Page 6A

Repeat
offender
Jailed
again

By J.D. CHARLES
Staff Writer

A local man who was
arrested just a few weeks
ago on theft charges was
arrested less than a month
later on more charges of the
same nature.

Michael Hatfield, 30, of
Sarah Ann, was arrested in
Logan County by West Vir-
ginia State Police Troopers
E. McClung and G.D. Kuhn
for grand larceny and break-
ing and entering on Oct. 24

According to his newest
police report, on Oct. 24 the
officers received a com-
plaint from the victim in
regard to an apparent bur-
glary.

"The victim advised that
someone had broken into
the Hatfield and McCoy
Museum located at Sarah
Ann," the report states.
"These officers gathered
information to lead the offi-
cers to believe that the
accused, Michael Hatfield,
committed the act. The vic-
tim said that the items taken
were valued at over $1,000."

Hatfield was taken into
custody and was booked at
the Southwestern Regional
Jail at 6:40 p.m.

Local police tell The
Logan Banner that Hatfield
is a repeat and has been in
and out of jail for theft and
other charges for the past
decade. Hatfield has been

See ARREST On Page 6A

Strip mining
protests now
going on
nationwide

MORGANTOWN (AP)
— Activists with Mountain
Justice, Rainforest Action
Network and other environ-
mental groups are planning
nationwide protests
demanding an end to moun-
taintop removal mining in
Appalachia.

They plan to gather Fri-
day at Environmental Pro-
tection Agency offices and
other sites from San Fran-
cisco to Atlanta and from
Texas to Maine.

Other targets include a
New Jersey office of
JPMorgan Chase, a bank the
environmentalists say is the
largest financier of the effi-
cient but destructive form of
strip mining.

Protesters in Philadelphia

See PROTESTS On Page 6A
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Obituaries

SANKIE WRIGHT JR.

BOLT, W.Va. — Sankie
Wright Jr., 78, of Bolt,
passed away Wednesday,
October 28, 2009 at Bower
Hospice House.

Born April 13, 1931, he
was a son the late Sanders
and Lina Wright. Also pre-
ceding him in death was his
son, Sankie Wright IlI, and
several brothers and sisters.

Sankie was an avid hunter
and enjoyed spending his
time at the Bolt Station. He
retired from Eastern Associ-
ated Coal Company and was
of the Baptist faith.

Those left to cherish his
memory include his wife,
Barbara Smith Wright; sons,
Larry Wright and wife
Lucille and Jackie Wright
and wife Darlene, both of
Bolt; daughter, Kathy Toney
and husband Andrew of
Beckley; brother, Willard
Wright and wife Loretta of
Beckley; grandchildren, Lar-
ry Wright Jr. and wife Jill,
Robyn Miller and husband
James, Heath Wright and
wife Kelly, Melissa Prichard
and husband Caleb, Adam
Wright, Jason Tolliver, Jessi-
ca Dunbar and husband
Charles, Alicia Trump and
husband Wesley, Michelle
Radford, Brandon Boucher
and wife Sarah, and Justin
Boucher and wife Myra, and
great-grandchildren, Austin,
Luke, Hunter, Shailyn,
Cruize, lan, Karsey, Natalee,
Mylee, Ashlin, Kaeli, Haley,
Sebastian, Audree Issabella
and Alexis.

Services will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday, October 31, at
the Blue Ridge Funeral
Home, 5251 Robert C. Byrd
Dr., Beckley with Pastor
Elwood Brooks and Rev.
Abner Wright officiating.
Entombment will follow at
Blue Ridge Memorial Gar-
dens.

Friends may gather with
the family from 6-9 p.m.
today at the funeral home.

Condolences may be left
at  www.blueridgefuneral-
home.com

Blue Ridge Funeral Home
of Beckley is in charge of the
arrangements.

BRENDA TALLEY

LOS ANGELES, Calif. —
Brenda Joyce Talley, 55, of
Los Angeles, Calif., died
September 25, 2009. Per
Brenda’s request she was
cremated. Memorial services
were held in California.
Information supplied by her
sister, Linda Talley-Carter

I Livving Memory of

Gracie Jane
Elswick

Oed. 31, 1929 - June 17, 1933

Faich wear om Ol 31 we
Gtk lime Gy remember &
VCTY spocial woinan Gralee
Elawick, she is a wondartul
moaher, srandmorhcr and
friencl. She is missel very
much. Althimgh she is mal
winh us here ok Canb i oar
heame shie Wil always be.
Wi kDo she 15 with us
hecinse when the winid
hlorws she is whispering 1
115 1hiat she Bwcs us, when
e sun anes she §s smiling
down i s cven when it
raiming iz all hapny fears
becanse she i in heiven
We want to wish you a Happy
BOth Birhday from your chil-
dren, grandehildren, great
grandchildren and friends.
Wa love and miss you very
much

ERNA McCALLISTER

LOGAN, W.Va. — Verna
Rosalee “Rosie” Ball Tabor
MccCallister, 68, of White’s
Addition of Logan, departed
this life to be with the Lord
Jesus Wednesday, October
28, 2009, following a long
ilness.

Born January 3, 1941, at
Omar, she was a daughter of
Louise Ball of Verdunville
and the late Cecil Woodrow
Ball. Also preceding her in
death were three brothers,
Cecil Woodrow Ball Jr., Lar-
ry Thomas Ball and Ronald
Gene Ball.

Verna “Rose” was a
retired teacher who loved the
Lord and was of the Baptist
faith. She enjoyed sewing,
quilting and reading the
Bible. She especially loved
roses of every color.

Those left to cherish her
precious memory include her
mother, Louise Scaggs Ball;
one sister, Freda B. Frye of
Elyria, Ohio; five children,
James D. (Phiriya) Tabor Jr.
of Radcliff, Ky., Mark Tabor
of Madison, Verna Hill and
Cecil Edward “Eddie”
Tabor, both of White’s Addi-
tion, and Sherry Ball (Kevin)
Dahmer of Lebanon, Ohio;

12 grandchildren, Singha
Kaewkambong, Boonsong
Kaewkambong, Suriyong

Kaewkambong, Phiriya Ros-
alee (Dere) Tabor, Mark
James Tabor, Nancy Rose-
marie Tabor, Hiram Hill,
Raelina Rose Hill, Justin
Klein, Cecil Edward Tabor
I, Bryce Dahmer and Brae-
den Dahmer; one great-
grandchild, Alexis Tunnel;
special niece, LaDonna
(Richie, Drew, Ryan and
Will) Wagner of Germany;
special nephew, Ernie Jr.
(Christie and Blakelei)
Watts; special friends, Brett
Browning, Josh Curry and
Justin Marcum and a host of
additional friends.

Services will be held at 11
a.m. Monday, November 2,
at the James Funeral Home.
Burial will follow at High-
land Memory Gardens at
Godby.

Family and friends will
serve as pallbearers.

Visitation will be from 6-9
p.m. Sunday at the funeral
home.

Condolences may be left
at www.jamesfh.com

James Funeral Home of
Aracoma is in charge of the
arrangements.

DANIELLE HENSLEY

CHAPMANVILLE,
W.Va. — Danielle Denise
Hensley, infant daughter of
Clifford and Betty Hensley,
died Thursday, October 29,
2009. Services will be held at
noon, Saturday, October 31,
at the Freeman Funeral

Home. Freeman Funeral

Home of Chapmanville is in
charge of the arrangements.

NANCY CLEMENS

HOLDEN, W.Va. — Nan-
cy Kay Clemens, 47, of
Holden, passed away peace-
fully Thursday, October 29,
2009, at her residence.

Born June 21, 1962, at
Logan, she was a daughter of
the late Charles and Louise
Copley Bailey. Also preced-
ing her in death was her son,
Chad Thomas Clemens;
brother, Roger Bailey; sister,
Wanda Bailey, and a
nephew, Donnie Lukacs.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 28 years, Randy
Clemens;, her children, Amy
Bailey of Holden, Randy and
Shanna Clemens of Mt. Gay,
and Erica and David McCoy
of Verdunville; nine grand-
children, Skylar Conley,
Kaylan Copley, Deaven Sur-
goine, Kayla, Destani,
Trennedy and Piper
Clemens, and Allysun and
Payne McCoy; three brothers
and four sisters Patty
(George) Flint, Chester
(Martha) Bailey, Marcella
Lukacs, and Eugene (Dol-
lene) Bailey all of Holden,
David (Betty) Bailey of Leet,
Betty (Freddy) Flint of
Cleveland, Ohio, and Diane
(Monty) Hager of Columbus,
Ohio, and a host of nieces,
nephews and friends.

Services will be conducted
at 2 p.m. Monday, November
2, at the 7&8 Holden
Freewill Baptist Church with
Rev. Rodney Spears officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in
Highland Memory Gardens
at Godby.

Pallbearers will be family
and friends.

Visitation will begin at 6
p.m. Sunday at the church.

Condolences may be left
at www.jamesfh.com

James Funeral Home of
Aracoma is in charge of the
arrangements.

BLANCHE MOONEY
THE VILLIAGES, Fla. —
Blanche  Druselle  Gee
Mooney, 88, formerly of
Aracoma, received her W.D.
(wWell Done) reward Mon-
day, October 26, 2009. Her
earthly graduation was held
at The Villages, FL., where
her son David resides.

Born December 27, 1920,

Dr. T.L. Lawery

HEALING- §&
DELIVERANCE &

REVIVAL

DATE: Nov.2 & 3

TIME: Mon. & Tues, 7 pam. each night
Tues. at 12 noon - Healing Service

1 o ey v £ QAR 4T EA5ED

CHURCH: WEST LOGAN CHURCH OF GOD
ADDRESS: 951 2nd Avenue in West Logan, WV

in Logan County, she was a
daughter of the late Robert
and Amelia Hutchinson Gee.
Also preceding her death
was her husband, E.E.
Mooney Jr.; four sisters; two
brothers and one half-sister.

Blanche was a member of
the West Logan Church of
God since early childhood,
where she served in various
capacities and was the
church pianist and organist
for decades. She and her late
husband were both active in
the music ministry of the
church and at several area
nursing homes.

Those left to cherish her
memory include her son,
David E. Gee of Florida; one
grandson, David (Tonya)
Gee of Chesterfield, Va.; one
granddaughter, Jodi A.
(Dale) Smith of Seattle,
Wash.; one brother, Tom
(Naomi) Gee of Florida; six
great-grandchildren;  four
step-children; eight step-
grandchildren;  numerous
step-great-grandchildren;
several nieces and nephews
and many friends.

Services will be conducted
at 4 p.m. Saturday, October
31, at the West Logan
Church of God with Rev.
James Hughes officiating.
Burial will follow in High-
land Memory Gardens at
Godby.

Visitation will begin one
hour prior to services Satur-
day at the church.

Family and friends will
serve as pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily respectively request the
donations be made to the
Missionary Department of
the West Logan Church of
God.

Condolences may be left
at  www.honakerfuneral-
home.org

Honaker Funeral Home of
Logan is in charge of the
arrangements.

FLANNERY, Carmel
Georgie Thompson — 1 p.m.
today at the Krantz-McNeely
Funeral Home at Man with
Rev. Zane Gray officiating.
Burial will follow in High-
land Memory Gardens at
Godby. Flannery, 85, of Mal-
lory, died Sunday, October
25, 2009. Krantz-McNeely
Funeral Home of Man is in
charge of the arrangements.

BRUNTY, Rev. Jesse J.
“Steve” — 1 p.m. today,
October 30, at the Lucinda
United Baptist Church with
Rev. Eddie Salmons officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at
Miller Memorial Gardens.
Brunty, 82, of Proctorville,
Ohio, formerly of Yolyn at
Rum Creek, died Tuesday,
October 27, 2009. Hall
Funeral Home of Proc-
torville, Ohio, is in charge of
the arrangements.

WALLS, Ms. Ruth Marilyn
— 1 p.m. today at the Clay-
pool United Methodist
Church with Pastor Bryan
Baker officiating. Walls, 77,
of Davin, died Tuesday,
October 27, 2009. Evans
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services of Chap-
manville is assisting the
Walls family.

GRIMMETTE, Lexi Dawn
— noon today at the Collins
Funeral Home Chapel with
Rev. Alvis Porter Jr. officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in
Highland Memory Gardens
at Godby. Grimmette, the
daughter of Asia M. Ellis of
Whitman and David Lee
Grimmette of Logan, died
Sunday, October 25, 2009.
Collins Funeral Home of
Switzer is in charge of the
arrangements.

LAMBERT, Ronald
Edward “Ed” — 2 p.m. today
at the Freeman Funeral
Home at Chapmanville with
Dr. Charles M. Wood Il offi-
ciating. Burial will follow in
the Noah Lambert Cemetery,
Paradise Pond, Sand Creek at
Ranger. Lambert, 52, of Big
Creek, died Monday, Octo-
ber 26, 2009. Freeman
Funeral Home of Chap-
manville is in charge of the
arrangements.

What’s happening...

Halloween hours

* LOGAN — The City of
Logan will observe trick or
treat hours on Saturday,
October 31, beginning at 6
p.m.
e CHAPMANVILLE —
The Town of Chapmanville
will observe trick or treat
hours from 5:30-8 p.m. on
Saturday, October 31.

« MAN — The Town of
Man will observe trick or
treat hours from 6-8 p.m. Sat-
urday, October 31.

October 19— November 3
Monday-Tuesday

¢ ACCOVILLE - Commu-
nity Drill Team Twirlers are
selling tie-dye pullover hood-
ies with pockets (11 colors).
For example, Orange, baby
blue with white, black, yel-
low/gold, lime, royal, purple,
red, navy, pink and multi
blue (zip up hoodie). Cost is
$25, $26 or $27. Delivery
date will be November 15,
2009. To order, call 1-304-
591-6892 (magic jack)
between the hours of 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Money is due on
11/03/2009. These are ideal
for sport groups (i.e. basket-
ball, softball, volleyball,
etc.), churches, businesses,
fire departments, schools,
etc.

October 25-November 19
Sunday-Thursday

* LOGAN — Logan High
School Prayer Club is con-
ducting a Thanksgiving
Canned Food Drive. The
public is invited to assist in
this project by bringing
canned and boxed foods to
the school any regular school
day between the hours of
7:30 am.-2:45 p.m. to the
main office. Individuals,
churches, clubs and other
organizations that would like
to participate in this good
will project are welcome.
Monetary gifts are used to
purchase hams. If you cannot
bring food items personally
to the school, call the school,
leave instructions to your
home and a member of the
Prayer Club will be glad to
pick up items. If you have a
question about the canned
food drive you may call
Logan High School at 304-
752-6606.

October 26-31
Monday-Saturday

« LAKE — Lake Volun-
teer Fire Department will
have a haunted house at the
Lake Community Center
from 7-9 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.,
and beginning at 7 p.m. Fri.,
and Sat. Food and drinks will
be served.

November 2
Monday
e MITCHELL HGHTS —

The Town of Mitchell
Heights will have a meeting
at 7 p.m. The meeting is open
to the public.

* OMAR — Omar Little
League will have an election
of officers for the 2010 sea-
son at 7 p.m. at Omar Grade
School. All parents, coaches,
interested persons are urged
to attend.

November 10
Tuesday

* LOGAN — Local chap-
ter 785 of AARP will meet at
the First Christian Church
fellowship hall at 11 am. A
special Thanksgiving dinner
will be featured at the meet-
ing. All National AARP
members are welcome.

+ CHAPMANVILLE —
Chapmanville High School
classes 1974-1984 will have
a reunion planning meeting at
Giovanni’s at 7 p.m. All
members are urged to attend.
For more info, contact Kim
Ball at 304-939-1966 or
e m a i |
gardenerkim@yahoo.com

November 12
Thursday

* LOGAN — The Logan
Scottish Rite Bodies of
Freemasonry will observe
table lodge at 7 p.m. in the
Masonic temple. All mem-
bers are urged to attend.

November 23-27
Monday-Friday

« CHAPMANVILLE —
The Town of Chapmanville
will host Christian Heritage
Week. Area churches will
have special services each
evening at the municipal
building.

December 12
Saturday

« CHAPMANVILLE —
The Town of Chapmanville
will host their Christmas in
the Ville beginning at 10 a.m.
with a bazaar, entertainment
and arts and crafts. The
Christmas parade will begin
at 4 p.m. with lineup at 3 p.m.
at East Chapmanville Grade
School. Vendors who want a
booth can call Sally Stollings
at 304-855-8855.

ONGOING

* Man Church of God
Family Worship Center will
be holding Celebrate Recov-
ery meetings each Monday
night from 7-9 p.m. Celebrate
Recovery group meetings are
for drug addiction, alco-
holism, codependency, sexu-
al addiction, domestic vio-
lence, and victims of physical
abuse.

* The American Legion
Unit No. 19 Auxiliary will
meet every second and fourth
Tuesdays at their headquar-
ters beneath Plaza Lane
Bowling in Logan at 8 p.m.

Area churches host special services

304/583-2146 for more info.
October 31-November 2

October 31
Saturday

* MAN — The Man Church of God will

host a Fall Festival from 6-8 p.m. at the old
Man Junior High gym. Free pizza, pop,
games, prizes, candy, face painting, tattoos,
hayride, candy, costume contest, pumpkin
decorating and lots of candy. No witch, mon-
ster, devil, or scary costumes, please. Call

Dingess.

Saturday-Monday
* MADISON — Madison Church of God
(Fountain of Life Worship Center) will have
revival services with speaker Rev. T.L. Low-
ery at 7 p.m. Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m. Sun., and heal-
ing service at noon Mon. Pastor R. Stacy
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Tired from a tough hike?

By TRACIE CONE

Associated Press Writer

FRESNO, Calif. (AP) —
Last month two men and
their teenage sons tackled
one of the world’s most
unforgiving  summertime
hikes: the Grand Canyon’s
parched and searing Royal
Arch Loop. Along with
bedrolls and freeze-dried
food, the inexperienced
backpackers carried a per-
sonal locator beacon — just
in case.

In the span of three days,
the group pushed the panic
button three times, mobiliz-
ing helicopters for danger-
ous, lifesaving rescues inside
the steep canyon walls.

What was that emergency?
The water they had found to
quench their thirst ‘‘tasted
salty.””

If they had not been toting
the device that works like
Onstar for hikers, “*we would
have never attempted this
hike,”” one of them said after
the third rescue crew forced
them to board their chopper.
It’s a growing problem fac-
ing the men and women who
risk their lives when they
believe others are in danger
of losing theirs.

Technology has made call-
ing for help instantaneous
even in the most remote
places. Because would-be
adventurers can send GPS
coordinates to rescuers with
the touch of a button, some
are exploring terrain they do
not have the experience,
knowledge or endurance to
tackle.

Rescue officials are decid-
ing whether to start keeping
statistics on the problem, but
the incidents have become so
frequent that the head of Cal-
ifornia’s Search and Rescue
operation has a name for the
devices: Yuppie 911.

““Now you can go into the
back country and take a risk
you might not normally have
taken,”” says Matt Scharper,
who coordinates a rescue
every day in a state with
wilderness so rugged even
crashed planes can take
decades to find. ““With the
Yuppie 911, you send a mes-
sage to a satellite and the
government pulls your butt
out of something you should-
n’t have been in in the first
place.”

From the Sierra to the Cas-
cades, Rockies and beyond,
hikers are arming themselves

with increasingly affordable
technology intended to get
them out of life-threatening
situations.

While daring rescues are
one result, very often the
beacons go off unintentional-
Iy when the button is pushed
in someone’s backpack, or
they are activated unneces-
sarily, as in the case of a
woman who was frightened
by a thunderstorm.

““There’s controversy over
these devices in the first
place because it removes the
self  sufficiency  that’s
required in the back coun-
try,”” Scharper says. ‘‘But we
are a society of services, and
every service you need you
can get by calling.”

The sheriff’s office in San
Bernardino County, the
largest in the nation and
home to part of the unforgiv-
ing Death Valley, hopes to
reduce false alarms. So it is
studying under what circum-
stances hikers activate the
devices.

““In the past, people who
got in trouble self-rescued;
they got on their hands and
knees and crawled out,”” says
John Amrhein, the county’s
emergency coordinator. ‘*We

saw the increase in non-
emergencies  with  cell
phones: people called saying
I’m cold and damp. Come
get me out.” These take it to
another level.””

Personal locator beacons,
which send distress signals to
government satellites,
became available in the early
1980s, but at a price exceed-
ing $1,200. They have been
legal for the public to use
since 2003, and in the last
year the price has fallen to
less than $100 for devices
that send alerts to a company,
which then calls local law
enforcement.

When rescue beacons
tempt inexperienced hikers to
attempt trails beyond their
abilities, that can translate
into unnecessary expense and
a risk of lives.

Last year, the beacon for a
hiker on the Pacific Crest
Trail triggered accidentally
in his backpack, sending
helicopters scrambling.
Recently, a couple from New
Bruswick, British Columbia
activated their beacon when
they climbed a steep trail and
could not get back down. A
helicopter lowered them 200
feet to secure footing.
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Rescuers fear Yuppie 911

In September, a hiker from
Placer County was panning
for gold in New York
Canyon when he became
dehydrated and used his res-
cue beacon to call for help.

With darkness setting in
on the same day, Mono
County sheriff’s deputies
asked the National Guard for
a high-altitude helicopter and
a hoist for a treacherous res-
cue of two beacon-equipped
hikers stranded at Convict
Lake. The next day they
hiked out on foot.

When eight climbers ran
into trouble last winter dur-
ing a summit attempt of Mt.
Hood in Oregon, they called
for help after becoming
stranded on a glacier in a
snowstorm.

““The question is, would
they have decided to go on
the trip knowing the weather
was going bad if they had not
been able to take the bea-
cons,”” asks Rocky Hender-
son of Portland Mountain
Rescue. ““We are now enter-
ing the Twilight Zone of
someone else’s intentions.”’

The Grand Canyon’s Roy-
al Arch loop, the National
Park Service warns, ‘‘has a
million ways to get into seri-

Some who get swine flu vaccine not in high-risk groups

By SHAYA TAYEFE MOHA-
JER and ALICIA CHANG

Associated Press Writers

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
It was bound to happen:
Some people who aren’t at
high risk for swine flu com-
plications got the much-in-
demand vaccine.

Sometimes they were
healthy adults or senior citi-
zens instead of kids, pregnant
women and people with
health problems.

Before Los Angeles Coun-
ty health officials stepped up
screening at their flu clinics,
Natalie Thompson sailed
through the long line and got
the vaccine along with her 8-
year-old son, even though
she’s not in one of the priori-
ty groups.

“If 1 can get it, I’m not
gonna say no,”’” said Thomp-
son, 35, of Hollywood Hills.

Another mom, Katy Rad-
parvar, didn’t say no either.

“‘Our doctor doesn’t have
it yet,”” said the 41-year-old
woman who was vaccinated
along with her three children
at a public health vaccination
site in suburban Encino last
week.

Public health officials
don’t want to be vaccine
police. Many don’t turn any-
one away who wants the vac-
cine, though some locations
are tougher than others.

“‘For many this is a frus-
trating process and we really
sympathize with those who
show up at a clinic and can’t
get vaccinated,”” said Los

Angeles  County public
health director Dr. Jonathan
Fielding.

Across the country, thou-
sands have waited in line and
many have been turned away,
as manufacturers have trick-
led out the slow-to-produce
vaccine.

Things are improving, and
now about 25 million doses
are available, the government
says.

Aware of scant supplies up
front, Santa Barbara County
clinics administered their
4,400 shots to pregnant
women only. San Diego
County is only immunizing
those on the priority list, but
is taking the word of resi-
dents.

Nevada is using the honor
system with vaccinations
offered on a first-come, first-
served basis to those who
identify themselves as at-risk
for the HIN1 virus.

““We really are hoping
people go on the honor sys-
tem and let us immunize peo-
ple in the priority groups,”’
Southern Nevada Health Dis-
trict spokeswoman Stephanie
Bethel said.

*“I think, for the most part,

3 more rabies cases in W.Va. county

LEWISBURG (AP) —
Three more rabies cases have
been confirmed in Greenbri-
er County, bringing the total
this year to 41.

County sanitarian Aman-
da McMichael says that over
the last eight years, Green-
brier has averaged about five
confirmed cases annually,
usually in raccoons.

The most recent cases
were two raccoons and a
skunk. Officials have been at
a loss this year to account for

the surge in rabies cases.

McMichael says the good
news is that nearly all the
domestic pets that have
encountered rabid animals
were current on their shots.

At least three dogs and
one cat have been euthanized
after encounters with rabid
animals, while two dozen
domestic animals that were
current on rabies vaccina-
tions were given booster
shots and placed on 45-day
quarantines.

it’s working.”’

In Oregon, Portland metro
area officials say pregnant
women and children are
moved to the front of the
lines and inoculated before
the general public.

““We assertively asked
those who were not in the pri-
ority group to move to the
end of the line, so when we
ran out of vaccine, those peo-
ple who were left were those
who were not at risk,”” said
health officer Dr. Gary
Oxman. “*And people have
responded well to it.”’

The vaccine shortfall
prompted Wisconsin state
health officials this week to
remind local health agencies
‘“to strongly encourage”’
announcements about the
limited vaccine supply and
the focus on vaccinating
high-risk groups first.

Robert M. Pestronk, exec-
utive director of the National
Association of County and
City Health Officials, said
local health departments are
doing the best they can under
challenging conditions.

“‘Despite  those  best
efforts, it doesn’t surprise me
that people who are not in
high priority groups are
appearing at clinics for vacci-
nation,”” he said. *‘It’s diffi-
cult to restrict vaccine simply
to the priority groups.”

One of the doctors who
helped draw up guidelines
for vaccine priority groups
also isn’t surprised at how
things are unfolding.

The government’s vaccine
advisory panel ‘‘did not
expect vaccine police to be
set up around the country,”
said Dr. William Schaffner, a
flu specialist at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center,
who is on the panel.

If vaccine demand is low
in some locations, it makes
sense for non-priority groups
to get it instead of wasting
the supply.

‘1 don’t consider it a prob-
lem,”” said Schaffner. *‘I
consider it more of a problem
if vaccine is left unused.”

That’s what happened in
the 2004-05 flu season when
there was a shortage of sea-
sonal flu vaccine.

Many older healthy people
refused to get the shot so that
those who had health prob-
lems would have access to
vaccine.

““One of the things that
was learned was to be careful
about turning people away
because we might end up
with a lot of vaccine at the
end of the year,”” said Dr.
Anne Schuchat of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention.

But right now, there aren’t

Sitel closing Huntington facility, 112 jobs los
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many vaccine leftovers to be
found.

Every morning, Anne
Jenkins of Shreveport, La.,
makes a round of calls to ask
doctors and health clinics if
they have the injectable
swine flu vaccine. She is 23
weeks pregnant.

After seeing four elderly
women requesting swine flu
vaccine — to no avail —at a
local military treatment facil-
ity she thought to herself,
‘“you’re not on the list.”

Though local officials tell
Jenkins the vaccine won’t be
available until mid-Novem-
ber, she’s ready to compete
for her dose when it arrives.

““You feel the animal
instinct come out,”” she said.

ous trouble’” for those lack-
ing skill and good judgment.
One evening the fathers-and-
sons team activated their bea-
con when they ran out of
water.

Rescuers, who did not
know the nature of the call,
could not launch the heli-
copter until morning. When
the rescuers arrived, the
group had found a stream and
declined help.

That night, they activated
the emergency beacon again.
This time the Arizona
Department of Public Safety
helicopter, which has night
vision capabilities, launched
into emergency mode.

When rescuers found
them, the hikers were wor-
ried they might become
dehydrated because the water
they found tasted salty. They
declined an evacuation, and
the crew left water.

The following morning the
group called for help again.
This time, according to a
park service report, rescuers
took them out and cited the
leader for ‘‘creating a haz-
ardous condition’” for the
rescue teams.
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HUNTINGTON (AP) —
Sitel is closing its customer
service call center in Hunt-
ington at the end of the year.

Sitel announced the Dec.
31 closure Thursday.

Sitel spokesman Andrew
Kokes says the company is
working with area business-

es and government agencies
to help the facility’s 112
workers find jobs.

The company provides
business process outsourcing
services to automotive,
financial services, insurance,
health care and other compa-
nies.
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Opinion

clgarettes

Introduced in the United States two
years ago, electronic cigarettes are no
longer a novelty item but a popular
option for many smokers -- especially
those who want to quit. Inhaling on the
cigarette-shaped device activates a
built-in battery, which heats up a mix-
ture of water, nicotine and propylene
glycol to give the “smoker” a vapor
hit of the addictive substance found in
cigarettes -- but without the smoke. It
even lights up at the other end, mimic-
king the tip of a cigarette.

E-cigarettes are the latest of a wave
of nicotine-packing products -- includ-
ing bottled water and lollipops -- to
face the wrath of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration. ...

The agency wants sales of the
devices halted until, as with other drug
products, animal studies and clinical
trials determine whether they are
indeed safe. We agree. A check of
Internet chat sites shows that the
devices are regularly used by smokers
trying to quit tobacco. Should the
courts rule against the FDA, Congress
will have to step in. With the ever-
expanding peddling of nicotine in the
United States, the public needs federal
oversight of attempts to advance an
addictive drug.

—Distributed by
The Associated Press
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The trees of friendship

Autumn is a mellow time
of the year when life seems
to slow down so we can soak
up enough beauty to last us
through the drab days of
winter when there are no
leaves on the trees or flowers
along the walks or ripe red
tomatoes in the garden just
waiting to be sliced and
placed between two slices of
bread loaded with crispy
bacon.

It is a time of the year
when we seem to look back
and seek out memories, dust
them off, and enjoy them
along with the beauty in the
mountains. Friends come to
mind, many of whom we
haven’t seen in awhile, and
we remember why we are
friends. Instances from the
friendship pop into our
minds bringing cherished
smiles.

Lee lacocca said, “My
father used to say that when
you die, if you’ve got five
real friends, then you’ve had
a great life.” That is true
because true friendship is a
treasure beyond comparison.

As we go through life, we
associate with thousands of
other people, and each one
of those people makes some
kind of impression on us. It
may not be a conscious
impression, and it may not
be one that lasts very long.

People who become our
friends leave lasting impres-
sions. They leave a little bit
of themselves with us in
memories.

As | watch the foliage turn
to the beautiful colors of fall
and finally disperse, | think
that friendships must be a lot
like trees. The colors of the
leaves change through the
seasons of a tree’s life, but
the life-giving sap always
runs through the veins.
Friendship has its changes,
also, but the veins of friend-
ship always contain the sap
that keeps it going and gives

The Friday
Column

By
Patricia Tingler
Columnist

it nourishment.

There are trees that tower
toward the sky, straight and
proud, sending their heavy
branches upward with the
assurance that their roots are
planted deep in the soil.
These are like friendships
that last forever. No matter
what happens, the feelings of
these friends reach down into
the soils of love and stand
fast through all kinds of
storms and sunny weather.

Trees, like friendships,
give the assurance of support
while their branches reach
out for nourishment. They
grow together in the forest in
a friendly environment let-
ting each flourish yet shield-
ing the forest floor below.
They provide a haven
beneath their branches.

They are there for a long
time, sturdy, strong, bending
with the winds, but they
don’t break. Sometimes a
branch may snap off, but that
happens in friendships, too,
when something comes
along to cause a break in a
relationship. If the tree, like
a friendship, is strong and
healthy, it heals itself with-
out dying.

William Penn said, “There
can be no friendships where
there is no freedom. Friend-
ship loves a free air, and will
not be fenced up in strait and
narrow enclosures.” Unfortu-
nately, there are friendships
that try to fence us into a
small space.

We see these friends from
the position of a tree in the
middle of a forest surround-
ed by other trees that tower

over it shutting out light and
air needed for growth. If this
tree lives, it is stunted. Usu-
ally, after a time, the tree
dies.

Friendships, like this tree,
cannot flourish because
friends who try to control the
friendships smother them.
These one-sided relation-
ships soon die out.

Some friendships are like
trees wiped out by blight.
The blight can come from
outside, but sometimes it
eats away from the inside.
We don’t know exactly what
has happened, and we may
not realize a friendship’s
importance until it is gone.

The world would be a
dreary place without trees.
Not only do they add beauty
to our world, they provide
necessary oxygen to replen-
ish what we use out of the
air. They take in the carbon
dioxide we give off when we
breathe. They add a neces-
sary element in our lives.

Friendships are like this
also. They add beauty to our
world and replenish our lives
with support and happiness.
Friends know when we are
sad. They cry with us, and
they share our happiness
when we rejoice.

The changing colors of the
trees throughout the seasons
give us something to look
forward to. No matter which
time of the year is a favorite,
the trees help mark the sea-
son. They are always there
giving us strength just like
friends.

During this season of
thankfulness, cherish your
friends. Be thankful for
them. Nourish them. They
are necessary elements for a
happy life.

Be the person who said,
“If all my friends were to
jump off a bridge, | wouldn’t
jump with them, but 1’d be at
the bottom to catch them.”

Please send us your comments!

The Logan Banner gets a
lot of letters every day from
people commenting on vari-
ous issues happening in our
communities.

Although we get a lot of
letters, we want more.

Your comments are greatly
appreciated and many make
for great reading in our Let-

*Entertainment
«({ Mhitnarics

: Phone No.

ters to the Editor section.
We’d like to expand that
section to run in each paper,
but it all depends on you.
Your letters of comment
can be sent to The Logan
Banner by mail (The Logan
Banner, 435 Stratton Street,
Logan, WV 25601) by e-mail
(please send them to

msparks@loganbanner.com)
or by bringing them in to the
office.

In order for the letters to
run in the newspaper, all let-
ters need to have a signature,
an address and a phone num-
ber (for verification purpos-
es).

We want your comments!

Today in
History

Today is Friday, Oct.
30, the 303rd day of 2009.
There are 62 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Oct. 30, 1938, the
radio play ‘‘“The War of
the Worlds,”” starring
Orson Welles, aired on
CBS. (The live drama,
which employed fake
breaking news reports,
panicked some listeners
who thought the portrayal
of a Martian invasion was
real.)

On this date:

In 1945, the U.S. gov-
ernment announced the
end of shoe rationing,
effective at midnight.

In 1961, the Soviet
Union tested a hydrogen
bomb, the ““Tsar Bom-
ba,”” with a force estimat-
ed at about 50 megatons.
The Soviet Party Con-
gress unanimously
approved a resolution
ordering the removal of
Josef Stalin’s body from
Lenin’s tomb.

In 1974, Muhammad
Ali regained his world
heavyweight title by
knocking out George
Foreman in the eighth
round of a 15-round bout
in Kinshasa, Zaire, known
as the “*‘Rumble in the
Jungle.”’

In 1975, the New York
Daily News ran the head-
line ““Ford to City: Drop
Dead’” a day after Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford said
he would veto any pro-
posed federal bailout of
New York City.

Five years ago: The
decapitated body of
Japanese backpacker Sho-
sei Koda was found
wrapped in an American
flag in northwestern
Baghdad; the militant
group led by Abu Musab
al-Zargawi later claimed
responsibility. Grateful
fans embraced the World
Series champion Boston
Red Sox, hailing the team
as heroes during a jubilant
parade.

One year ago: A federal
jury in Miami convicted
the son of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor
in the first case brought
under a 1994 U.S. law
allowing prosecution for
torture and atrocities com-
mitted overseas. (Charles
McArthur Emmanuel was
later sentenced to 97 years
in prison.)

Today’s Birthdays:
Rock singer Grace Slick is
70. Actor Henry Winkler
is 64. Country/rock musi-
cian Timothy B. Schmit
(The Eagles) is 62. Actor
Harry Hamlin is 58.
Country singer T. Graham
Brown is 55. Actor Kevin
Pollak is 52. Rock singer-
musician Gavin Rossdale
(Bush) is 42.

Thought for Today: “‘It
almost seems that nobody
can hate America as much
as native Americans.
America needs new immi-
grants to love and cherish
it.”” — Eric Hoffer, Amer-
ican philosopher (1902-
1983).
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