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Felicia Flemming McCall and Ted Bradley will lead a tour of Foundry Hill Cemetery Sat., Oct. 29, at 2 p.m., giving the community an opportunity to learn
more about Cheraw’s African-American History and the individual’'s who helped shape it.

Foundry Hill Cemetery
has stories to tell, share

Karen Kissiah
S w

Imagine not being able to iden-
tify your loved one’s grave be-
cause you had been forbidden the
opportunity to learn to read.

Hard truths like these leave
stories of how African-American
slaves, here in Chesterfield
County, would often mark the
graves of their loved ones with
“a broken teacup or plate; a fa-
vorite spoon or bead,” said his-
torians Felicia Flemming McCall
and Ted Bradley, who are leading
an effort to revitalize the physi-
cal aspects and historical signifi-
cance of Foundry Hill Cemetery
in Cheraw.

“They brought pieces of every-
day living,” to signify the passing
of life, McCall said.

A tour of the cemetery, that
will include historical accounts
of the people buried there, is
planned for Saturday, Oct. 29,
at 2 p.m. Foundry Hill Cemetery
stretches from Marion to Jersey
Streets, between Kershaw and
West Greene. Tickets for the tour
will be sold at the Marion Street
entrance. Adult admission is $8;
children (5-18) $5. Proceeds from
the event will be used for im-
provements and clean up efforts
for the cemetery.

The tour is “an opportunity to
meet the pioneers,” said McCall,
and is being billed as the first an-
nual. “Hopefully, people will take
an interest and can learn about
the African-American forefathers
who helped shape our commu-
nity.”

Although Bradley and Mc-
Call have collected a wealth of
knowledge, records are scarce.
It is their hope that in generating
more interest in the cemetery’s
long history, perhaps people with
family stories may step forward
with new information.

How the cemetery got its name
“is still a mystery,” McCall said,
“maybe someone on the tour will
be able to help us with that knowl-
edge. But, we know there has
never been a church here.” The
cemetery has, however, served
many churches in the area of
various denominations. The list
of churches include G. W. Long
Preshyterian, Pee Dee Union
Baptist, Wesley United Method-
ist, Mt. Hebron A.M.E. Zion,
Triumph Holiness, St. Luke’s Ho-
liness and Lily Grove Holiness.

“Foundry Hill is a homestead
cemetery,” said Bradley, “it
doesn’t cost anything to be bur-
ied here.”

Levi G. Byrd is buried at
Foundry Hill Cemetery. Byrd
was a well noted politician, said
Bradley. “He helped found the
state and local branches of the
NAACP.”

“In fact,” McCall said, “the
state has declared Dec. 19th as
Levi G. Byrd Day, in recognition
of his many contributions to so-
ciety.” McCall plans to celebrate
that day with cake and “a little
slice of history” at the South Afri-
can-American Heritage Center on
Kershaw Street.

Bradley recalls stories of other
local citizens buried at Foundry
Hill, people like Chittlin Charles.
“These are the kind of handed

Felicia Flemming McCall casts a shadow over the
grave of her great, great, great, great grandmother
who is buried at Foundry Hill Cemetery in Cheraw.
Her name was Diana Funderburk. She was born into
slavery Dec. 12, 1840.

One of several
giant, old oak
trees at Foundry
Hill provides the
background for
this old monu-
ment. Although
shrouded with
vines, it seems
to have new life
with the return of

fall flowers.
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down stories,” Bradley said, “that
give young people a feel for how
things were in the late 1940s and
early 50s in Cheraw.”

According to Bradley, “Chit-
tlin Charles had a business off
the lower part of Huger Street,
just across the railroad tracks.
He sold chittlins and rice for 50
cents a plate.” Although the ma-
jority of Chittlin Charles’ custom-
ers were black, said Bradley, “the
white folks would slip down, after

dark. They didn’t want anybody to
see them buying chittlins. They'd
come in at night and get a plate of
chittlins and drive up to the park
or somewhere to eat them,” said
Bradley.

McCall’s interest in history
has inspired her to research and
write about “African Americans in
Chesterfield County.” A copy of
her book is available at Matheson
Memorial Library, but can be pur-
chased for $19.99 at the Heritage

Center and other places in town.

McCall’s research has led her
to very personal discoveries at
Foundry Hill. One day she no-
ticed a marker with the name
Diana Funderburk. “I know that
name,” McCall said to herself at
the time. Indeed, it was her great,
great, great, great grandmother.
She was born into slavery Dec.
12, 1840, and buried May 19,
1921.

Perhaps some questions will

remain unanswered, but for those
involved in tracing the ancestral
history at Foundry Hill Cemetery,
simply getting the younger gen-
eration to ask questions is an im-
portant aspect of their endeavors.

For more information about
the tour, the cemetery, or the
Heritage Center call 843-921-
9989. You may visit the website
at southernaaheritagecenter@
gmail.com or call Unique Florist
at 843-537-5523.



