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Purpose and Scope 
The school community seeks to ensure the continued well-being of all students - physically, 
socially, and academically. It should be clearly understood that full participation on athletic 
teams that represent the Block Island School is a privilege that is earned. This policy refers to all 
students in grades 6-12 &--l-2- for both varsity (grades 9-12) and middle grades junior varsity 
(grades 6-8) athletic teams, and is subject to restrictions provided by law. Nothing in this policy 
shall preclude the Athletic Director or the coach from setting reasonable goals or standards that 
exceed the scope of this policy. The Superintendent may extend applicable portions of this 
policy to other non-athletic, extra-curricular activities at his or her discretion. 

Physical Examination 
All students who participate on school-sponsored athletic teams will be required to provide 
written evidence from a physician that the student has undergone a physical examination within 
the preceding 12 months, and that the student's physical condition is appropriate to participate in 
competitive physical activities. Such documentation shall be submitted before the student is 
allowed to practice, try out, or participate in interscholastic athletic activities. All students who 
participate in athletics must submit a signed and notarized sports participation pennission slip. 

Academic Eligibility Requirements 
Students may not participate on any school-sponsored athletic team if they are academically 
ineligible at that time. Participation this includes being an official member of the team, 
wearing the team uniform, traveling with the team, or attending games during school hours of 
the team. However, lack of eligibility shall not infringe upon a student's right to practice with a 
team after school hours to the degree specified by the coach. Students in grades 6-12 earn 
academic eligibility during !he first quarter of the school year by having passed all courses 
during the previous academic year. [with the sole exception that first quarter sixth ((;th), se"ieoth 
(+th), aod eighth (8~ grade students are always eligible] For subsequent quarters of the 
school year, academic eligibility is earned by making passing grades in all subjects on the 
student's previous report card. Sixth and seventh graders must maintain a 70 percent 
grade point average per half quarter to remain on the team, the number of away games are 
not to exceed one game per five (5)-day period (Monday-Friday), and no more than one 
home game will be scheduled during a week where one away game is also scheduled. 
Transfer and home-schooled students are an exception, and a decision on their academic 
eligibility will rest with the Superintendent. The Superintendent will establish a procedure to 
notify the Athletic Director of all students ineligible to participate for the subsequent quarter. 
The Athletic Director will notify the coach and parent(s) of any current student athletes who 
become ineligible. 



Missing Class 
When a student misses class due to athletic participation, it is the responsibility of the student to 
obtain and complete all missing assignments within the timeframe outlined in Policy lA-I: 
Attendance. If an assignment is not completed, the teacher may notify the Athletic Director who 
will pass the information on to the coach. Failure to turn in assigned work will result in a 
warning for the first offense and ineligibility for the next scheduled game for each subsequent 
offense. 

Discipline 
A coach, advisor, or administrator may suspend or remove any student from an athletic activity 
or team ifthe student has behaved in an unbecoming manner. Actions and decisions will be 
reviewed by the administration. The student, coach, or parent may request a meeting with the 
administration to discuss any disciplinary actions taken. The student shall be allowed to resume 
participation when the situation has been rectified. 
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