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Mortgage
Foreclosures
Bring Out

Vultures

While the number of
mortgage foreclosures
soars, so do the inci-
dents of foreclosure
scams. Here are some of
the signs that a mort-
gage foreclosure scam
isin the works:
Bailout specialists
promiseto “rescue’ the
homeowner from fore-
closurein exchange for
feesthat canrunintothe
hundreds or thousands
of dollars. Littlework is
actually done except for
afew phone calls.

In the rescue scam, the
homeowner is told to
sign certain loan docu-
mentsthat will takecare
of the impending fore-
closure — except that
the documents actually
sign thetitle over to the
scammer. The home-
owner is left with no
house and is still re-
sponsible for the mort-
gage.

Inavariation of theres-
cue scam, the home-
owner is told that the
scammer will make the
payments and take care
of the foreclosure, and

A

the homeowner can
rent the house until
he'sableto buy it back
later. Theend result is
that the homeowner is
evicted when the
scammer collects the
rent, defaults on the
payments or sells the
houseto someone else
and pockets the prof-
its.

If you can’'t make your
mortgage payments
and fear losing your
house, talk to your
lender. Theearlier you
dothis, the better your
chances that arrange-
ments can be made to
avoid foreclosure.
Here are some more
tips:

* Never sign any docu-
ments that have
blanks, no matter how
you're pressured.
Don't sign any docu-
ments before you read
(and understand) ev-
ery word.

* Don’t respond to
calls or mail about
foreclosure rescue.
There are companies
that scour courthouse
records to collect
names of homeowners
in trouble.

* Never pay afee for
mortgage foreclosure
assistance or services.
Cdl a HUD certified
counselor, but even
then be careful. See
the Web site at
www.hud.gov.

* Don't agreeto send
payments to anyone
but your lender.

* Never make any
verbal agreements or
trust anything that is
not in writing.

* Know your state
laws. Length of time
of the foreclosure
process varies.

* Contact an attorney
who specializes in
consumer law.

Most important of all,
don't sell your house
at alow pricejust to
get rid of it, espe-
cialy if the buyer is
offeringto “takeit off
your hands’ and save
you fromforeclosure.
Enlist the help of a
real-estate agent to
help you determine
thetrue value of your
home.

David Uffington
regrets that he
cannot personally
answer reader
questions, but will
incorporate them
into his column
whenever possible.
Writeto himin care
of King Features
Weekly Service,
PO. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-
6475, or send e-mail
to

cdumrgdy@gmel.ocom
BY David Uffington

() 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

FAST SALE NEEDED?

If so, here’'s my Guar antee:
“I Will buy Your House within 72 Hour s of
Seeingit or I'll Help You (for Free) to Get

Twentynine Palms. Selling your homeisn't so easy anymore. The calls,
the waiting, the no-shows. Do you want to sell your house quickly and
still get afair price? Hasyour listing expired ? Isyour house vacant or in
need of repairs? Are you making double payments, or behind on pay-
ments, in foreclosure? Areyou facing divorce? Areyou being transferred?
If you are, here'sthe perfect solution. My company - Tom the Homebuyer
LLC - buys houses in al price ranges, any condition, in the Yucca Valley
area, from peoplein situationsjust like yours. We can CASH and closein
7days if needed. If al you want is your payments off your back we'll
close even quicker? Weare NOT Realtors, weare BUYERS, and when
you call usyou can expect solutionsthat will giveyou aquick sale at afair
price with no hasses. It's al detailed in the eye-opening FREE Special
Report titled “When you should never sell your house*® For Sale By Owner”
or through anagent.” It reveals how you can sell your home quckly, soyou
can move on with your life, how you can get immediate relief from your

it Sold!”*

mortgage payments, and much more. Your FREE Report is waiting for

you right now. NO Realtor will give you thisinformation! It revealsinfor-

mation they do not wapbypu [9ekp 2 Call: (800)208-1004
Order your FREE Special Report S9W abf , Ext: 154,
NO obligation or fees. Or Call Direct 24/7

160-320-1988

or check us online at www.tomthehomebuyer.com

Century.

MIRAGE

Toll Free: 877-365-2121

ABesattie@Century21Mirage.com DCAOR REALTOR® OF THE YEAR 2006

www.AnneBeattieBroker.com 760- 218- 6007

NEW LISTING!
THISJUST IN and
WHAT A HONEY!

Located in aquiet neighborhood on just under 1/2 Acre, this 3 BR/1-3/4 BA home has that
light and airy feeling of light-colored rooms and flooring throughout. Featuring a beauti-
ful inground pool in a terraced yard, mature trees and shrubs, fenced property, and al
major appliances, this home has something for everybody, and says WELCOME! . Call
me today for an appointment to see. #21127134, on Joshua Drive.

ANNE BEATTIE

Broker/Associate

Anne Beattie
Broker/Associate

A

Asking $210,000
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